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ADVKRTISEMENT. 


The  following  Tracts  were  published  with  the  object  of 
cootributing  sometliing  towards  the  practical  revival  of  doc- 
trines, which,  although  held  by  the  great  divines  of  our 
Church,  at  present  have  become  obsolete  with  the  majority 
of  her  members,  and  are  withdrawn  from  public  view  even 
by  the  more  learned  and  orthodox  few  who  still  adhere  to 
them.  The  Apostolic  succession,  the  Holy  Catholic  Church, 
were  principles  of  action  in  the  minds  of  our  predecessors  of 
the  17th  century;  but,  in  proportion  as  the  maintenance  of 
the  Church  has  been  secured  by  law,  her  ministers  have  been 
under  the  temptation  of  leaning  on  an  arm  of  flesh  instead 
of  her  own  divinely-provided  discipline,  a  temptation  in- 
creaaed  by  political  events  and  arrangements  which  need 
not  here  be  more  than  alluded  to.  A  lamentable  increase 
of  sectarianism  has  followed ;  being  occasioned  (in  addition 
to  other  more  obvious  causes,)  first,  by  the  cold  aspect  which 
the  new  Church  doctrines  have  presented  to  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  mind,  next  to  their  meagrencss  in  sug- 
gesting motives  to  restrain  it  from  seeking  out  a  more 
influential  discipline.  Doubtless  obedience  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  the  careful  maintenance  of  **  decency  and 
order,**  (the  topics  in  usage  among  us,)  are  plain  duties  of 
the  Gospel,  and  a  reaMMiable  ground  fnr  keeping  in  commu- 
nion with  the  Established  Church  ;  Providence  hns 
graciously  provided  for  our  weakness  uiote  interesting  and 

a2 


\V  ADVERTISEMENT. 

constraining  motives,  it  is  a  sin  thanklessly  to  neglect  them; 
just  as  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  rest  the  duties  of  temper- 
ance or  justice  on  the  mere  law  of  natural  religion,  when 
they  are  mercifully  sanctioned  in  the  Gospel  by  the  more 
winning  authority  of  our  Saviour  Christ.  Experience  has 
shewn  the  inefficacy  of  the  mere  injunctions  of  Church  ord6r, 
however  scripturally  enforced,  in  restraining  from  schism 
the  awakened  and  anxious  sinner ;  who  goes  to  a  dissenting 
preacher  "  because  (as  he  expresses  it)  he  gets  good  from 
him :"  and  though  he  does  not  stand  excused  in  God's  sight 
for  yielding  to  the  temptation,  surely  the  Ministers  of  the 
Church  are  not  blameless  if,  by  keeping  back  the  more  gra- 
cious and  consoling  truths  provided  for  the  little  ones  of 
Christ,  they  indirectly  lead  him  into  it.  Had  he  been 
taught  as  a  child,  that  the  Sacraments,  not  preaching,  are 
the  sources  of  Divine  Grace ;  that  the  Apostolical  ministry 
had  a  virtue  in  it  which  went  out  over  the  whole  Church, 
when  sought  by  the  prayer  of  faith  ;  that  fellowship  with  it 
was  a  gift  and  privilege,  as  well  as  a  duty,  we  could  not 
have  had  so  many  wanderers  from  our  fold,  nor  so  many 
cold  hearts  within  it. 

This  instance  may  suggest  many  others  of  the  superior 
influence  of  an  apostolical  over  a  mere  secular  method  of 
teaching.  The  awakened  mind  knows  its  wants,  but  cannot 
provide  for  them ;  and  in  its  hunger  will  feed  upon  ashes,  if 
it  cannot  obtain  the  pure  milk  of  the  word.  Methodism 
and  Popery  arc  in  different  ways  the  refuge  of  those  whom 
the  Church  stints  of  the  gifts  of  grace ;  they  are  the  foster- 
mothers  of  abandoned  children.  The  neglect  of  the  daily 
service,  the  desecration  of  festivals,  the  Eucharist  scantily 
administered,  insubordination  permitted  in  all  ranks  of  the 
Church,  orders  and  offices  imperfectly  developed,  the  want 
of  Societies  for  particular  religious  objects,  and  the  like 
deficiencies,  lead  the  feverish  mind,  desirous  of  a  vent  to  its 
feelings,  and  a  stricter  rule  of  life,  to  the  smaller  religious 
Conununitics,  to  prayer  and  bible  meetings,  and  ill-advised 
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insUtutiun!>  and  societies,  uii  the  uau  hand, — on  the  other, 
to  llie  solemn  and  captivating  services  by  which  Pupery 
f^ns  its  proselytes.  Moreover,  the  multitude  of  men  can- 
not teach  or  guide  thcnueWes;  and  an  injunction  given 
them  to  dcjiend  on  their  private  judgment,  cruel  in  itself, 
IS  doubly  hurtful,  as  throwing  them  on  such  teachers  as 
speak  daringly  and  promise  largely,  and  not  only  aid  but 
supersede  individual  exertion. 

These  remarks  may  serve  as  u  clue,  fur  those  who  care  to 
pursue  it,  to  Uie  views  which  have  led  to  the  publication  of 
the  foUowii^  Tracts.  The  Church  of  Christ  was  intended 
to  cope  with  human  nature  in  all  its  forms,  and  surely  the 
gifU  Touchsafed  it  are  adequate  for  that  gracious  purpose. 
There  are  sealous  sons  and  servants  of  her  English  branch, 
who  sec  with  sorrow  that  she  is  defrauded  of  her  full  useful- 
ness  by  particular  theories  and  principles  of  the  present  age, 
which  interfere  with  the  execution  of  one  portion  of  her 
commission ;  and  while  they  consider  that  the  revival  of  this 
portion  of  truth  is  especially  adapted  to  break  up  existing 
partica  in  the  Church,  and  to  form  instead  a  bond  of  union 
among  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  they 
believe  that  nothing  but  these  neglected  doctrines,  faithfully 
preached,  will  repress  that  extension  of  Popery,  for  which 
the  ever  multiplying  divisions  of  the  religious  world  are  too  ' 
clearly  preparing  the  way. 
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ftCv  Y     AODKESSBD   TO   THE   CLEBOY. 


1  AM  bvt  ooe  of  yourtelve*, — a  Presbyter  ;  and  tiierefore  I  con- 
c«ftl  my  name,  Int  1  khouM  uke  too  much  on  myself  by  speakir.i^ 
in  my  oira  pcraoo.  Yet  speak  I  roust ;  for  the  tiroes  an  \>  ry 
evil,  yet  no  ooe  speaks  against  them. 

Is  not  this  so  ?  Do  not  we  "  look  one  upon  another,"  yet  per- 
form DOthtng  ?  Do  we  not  all  confeM  the  peril  into  which  the 
Church  b  come,  yet  sit  still  each  in  his  own  retirement,  as  if 
mountains  and  seas  cut  off  brother  froro  brother  ?  Therefore 
sufler  roc,  while  I  try  to  draw  you  forth  from  those  pleasant  re- 
treats, whidi  it  has  been  our  blessedness  hitherto  to  enjoy,  to 
contenplate  the  condition  and  prospects  of  our  Holy  Mutlier  in  a 
practical  way  ;  so  that  one  and  all  may  imlearn  that  idle  habit, 
which  has  grown  upon  us,  of  owning  the  state  of  things  to  be 
bftd»  yet  dotag  nothing  to  remedy  it. 

Cooaider  a  moment.  Is  it  fair,  is  it  dutiful,  to  suffer  our 
Bidx^  to  stand  the  brunt  of  the  battle  without  doing  our  part 
to.  support  them  ?  Upon  them  comes  "  the  care  of  all  the 
Charabes.**  This  cannot  be  helped  ;  indeed  it  is  their  glory. 
Not  ooe  of  OS  would  wish  in  the  least  to  deprive  them  of  the 
duties,  the  toils,  the  responsibilities  of  their  high  Office.  And, 
black  ereot  as  it  would  be  for  the  country,  yet,  (as  far  as  they 
are  coocemed,)  we  could  not  wish  them  a  more  blessed  termina- 
ttoo  id  their  coorae,  than  the  spoiling  of  their  goods,  and  nutr- 
tyrdon. 

To  them  then  we  willingly  and  afTectionau-ly  relinquish  their 
high  privileges  and  honors  ;  we  encroach  not  upon  the  rights  of 
the  socntaaoas  or  the  arosTLxs ;  we  touch  not  their  sword 
and  eroaier.  Yet  surely  we  may  be  their  shield-bearers  in  t!ie 
battle  without  ofieooe ;  and  by  our  voice  and  deeds  be  to  them 
what  Luke  and  Timothy  were  to  St.  Paul. 

Now  then  let  me  come  at  once  to  the  subject  which  leads  me  to 
addrcaa  you.  Should  the  Government  and  Country  so  far  forget 
their  Goo  aa  to  cast  off  the  Church,  to  deprive  it  of  iu  temporal 
honors  and  substance,  oa  what  will  you  rest  the  claim  of  respect 
and  attention  which  you  make  upon  your  flocks  1  Hitherto  you 
have  been  upheld  by  your  birth,  your  education,  your  wealth, 
your  coanexiooa ;  should  theae  secular  advantages  cease,  on  what 
moat  Cbkist's  Miniatera  depend  ?  It  not  this  a  serious  practical 
qveatioa  f  W«  know  bow  miaerable  is  the  state  of  religious 
bodies  not  supported  by  the  Stata.  Look  at  the  Disaenters  on  all 
aides  of  you,  and  you  will  Me  aft  oooe  that  thdr  Ministers,  de- 
pending aimply  upon  the  people,  become  the  ermtures  of  the 
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people.  Are  you  content  that  this  should  be  your  case  ?  Alas  ! 
can  a  greater  evil  befal  Christians,  than  for  their  teachers  to  be 
guided  by  them,  instead  of  guiding?  How  can  we  "  hold  fast 
the  form  of  sound  words,"  and  "  keep  that  which  is  committed 
to  our  trust,"  if  our  influence  is  to  depend  simply  on  our  popu- 
larity ?  Is  it  not  our  very  office  to  oppose  the  world  ?  can  we  then 
allow  ourselves  to  court  it  ?  to  preach  smooth  things  and  pro- 
phesy deceits  ?  to  make  the  way  of  life  easy  to  the  rich  and  indo- 
lent, and  to  bribe  the  humbler  classes  by  excitements  and  strong 
intoxicating  doctrine  ?  Surely  it  must  not  be  so  ; — and  the 
question  recurs,  on  what  are  we  to  rest  our  authority,  when  the 
State  deserts  us? 

Christ  has  not  left  His  Church  without  claim  of  its  own  upon 
the  attention  of  men.  Surely  not.  Hard  Master  He  cannot  be, 
to  bid  us  oppose  the  world,  yet  give  us  no  credentials  for  so 
doing.  There  are  some  who  rest  their  divine  mission  on  their 
own  unsupported  assertion  ;  others,  who  rest  it  upon  their  popu- 
larity ;  others,  on  their  success  ;  and  others,  who  rest  it  upon 
their  temporal  distinctions.  This  last  case  has,  perhaps,  been 
too  much  our  own  ;  I  fear  we  have  neglected  the  real  ground  on 
which  our  authority  is  built,  —  our  apostolical  descent. 

We  have  been  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh, 
nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gave 
His  Spirit  to  His  Apostles  ;  they  in  turn  laid  their  hands  on 
those  who  should  succeed  them  ;  and  these  again  on  others  ;  and 
so  the  sacred  gift  has  been  handed  down  to  our  present  Bishops, 
who  have  appointed  us  as  their  assistants,  and  in  some  sense  re- 
pres'.ntatives. 

Now  every  one  of  us  believes  this.  I  know  that  some  will  at 
first  deny  they^do  ;  still  they  do  believe  it.  Only,  it  is  not  suffi- 
ciently practically  impressed  on  their  minds.  They  do  believe 
it ;  for  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Ordination  Service,  which  they 
have  recognised  as  truth  in  the  most  solemn  season  of  their  lives. 
In  order,  then,  not  to  prove,  but  to  remind  and  impress,  I  entreat 
your  attention  to  the  words  used  when  you  were  made  Ministers 
of  Christ's  Church. 

The  office  of  Deacon  was  thus  committed  to  you  :  "Take  thou 
authority  to  execute  the  office  of  a  Deacon  in  the  Church  of  God 
committed  unto  thee  :   In  the  name,"  &c. 

And  the  priesthood  thus  : 

"  Receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  the  office  and  work  of  a  Priest, 
"  in  the  Church  of  God,  now  committed  unto  thee  by  the  imposi- 
"  tion  of  our  hands.  Whose  sins  thou  dost  forgive,  they  are  for- 
"  given  ;  and  whose  sins  thou  dost  retain,  they  are  retained.  And 
"be  thou  a  faithful  dispenser  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  of  His 
"  Holy  Sacraments:  In  the  name,"  &c. 

These,  I  say,  were  words  spoken  to  us,  and  received  by  us, 
when  we  were  brought  nearer  to  God  than  at  any  other  time  of 
our  lives.  I  know  the  grace  of  ordination  is  contained  in  the 
laying  on  of  hands,  not  in  any  form  of  words  ; — yet  in  our  own 


(a*  hit  ever  bc^n  usual  in  die  Churcti.)  words  of  blefting 
have  aceompanied  tlie  act.  1'hu«  we  have  confesaed  before  God 
our  belief,  that  through  the  Bishop  who  ordainrd  us,  we  received 
the  Holt  Gnotr,  the  power  to  bind  and  to  loose,  to  administer 
the  SaerMiienta,  and  to  preach.  Now  htm  b  he  able  to  give 
these  great  gifts  f  Whence  is  his  right  ?  Are  these  words  idle, 
(which  would  be  taking  God's  name  in  vain,)  or  do  they  express 
nirrety  a  wish,  (whidi  surely  is  very  far  below  their  meaning.)  or 
do  they  not  rather  indicate  that  the  S|>eaker  is  conveying  a  giA  ? 
Surely  ihej  can  mean  nothing;  short  of  this.  But  whence,  I  ask, 
his  right  to  do  so  f  Has  he  any  right,  except  as  having  received 
the  power  from  those  who  consecrated  him  to  be  a  Bishop  ?  He 
coald  aoc  give  what  he  had  never  received.  It  is  plain  then  that 
he  but  tramrmits;  and  that  the  Christian  Ministry  is  a  succes- 
sion.  And  if  we  trace  back  the  power  of  ordination  from  hand 
to  hand,  of  coorae  we  shall  come  to  the  ApostK-s  at  last.  We 
know  we  do,  aa  a  plain  historical  fact  ;  and  therefore  all  we,  who 
have  been  ordaine<l  Clergy,  in  the  very  form  of  our  ordination 
acknowledged  the  doctrine  of  the  apostolical  slccession. 

And  for  the  aaroe  reason,  we  must  necessarily  consider  none  to 
be  reallif  ordained  who  have  not  thus  been  ordained.  For  if  or- 
dination is  a  divine  ordinance,  it  must  be  necessary ;  and  if  it 
is  not  a  divine  ordinance,  how  dare  we  use  it  ?  Therefore  all 
who  iMe  it,  all  of  iw,  must  consider  it  necessary.  As  well  mi{;ht 
we  pretend  the  Sacraments  are  not  necessary  to  Salvation,  while 
we  make  use  of  the  offices  of  the  Liturgy  ;  for  when  God 
appoiou  means  of  grace,  they  are  the  means. 

I  do  iwt  see  how  any  one  can  escape  from  this  plain  view  of 
tlw  subject,  except,  (aa  I  have  already  hinted,)  by  declaring,  that 
the  wortb  do  not  mean  all  that  they  say.  But  only  reflect  what 
e  moat  unset  miy  time  for  random  words  is  that,  in  which  Mi- 
nisters are  set  apart  for  their  oHice.  Do  we  not  adopt  a  Liturgy, 
m  9nUr  to  hinder  inconsiderate  idle  language,  and  shall  we,  in 
the  OMMt  aacred  of  all  services,  write  down,  subscribe,  and  use 
•gam  and  ania  forms  of  speech,  which  have  not  been  weighed, 
and  eamiot  be  uken  strictly  ? 

Tlwrefore,  my  dear  Brethren,  act  up  to  your  professions.  Let 
it  not  be  aaid  that  jou  have  neglected  a  gift;  for  if  you  have  the 
Spirit  of  the  Apostles  on  you,  anrely  this  tj  a  great  giA.  "  Stir 
up  the  gift  of  Goo  which  is  in  you."  Make  much  of  it.  Show 
y«W  value  of  it.  Keep  it  before  your  minds  a^  an  honorable 
badfe,  lar  higher  than  that  secular  respectability,  or  cultivation, 
or  polish,  or  Teaming,  or  rank,  which  gives  you  a  hearing  with 
the  many.  Tell  them  of  your  gift.  The  times  will  soon  drive 
you  to  do  this,  if  you  mean  to  be  still  any  thing.  But  wait  not 
for  the  times.  Do  not  be  compelled,  by  the  world's  fornaking 
you,  to  recur  as  if  unwillingly  to  the  high  source  of  your  autho- 
rity. Speak  out  now,  before  you  are  forced,  both  as  glorying  in 
your  privilege,  and  to  ensure  your  rightful  honor  from  your 
people.     AnocWB  has  gone  ahrood,  that  they  can  take  away  your 


power.  They  think  they  have  given  and  can  take  it  away. 
They  think  it  lies  in  the  Church  property,  and  they  know  that 
they  have  politically  the  power  to  confiscate  that  property.  They 
have  been  deluded  into  a  notion  that  present  palpable  usefulness, 
produceable  results,  acceptableness  to  your  flocks,  that  these  and 
such  like  are  the  tests  of  your  Divine  commission.  Enlighten 
them  in  this  matter.  Exalt  our  Holy  Fathers,  the  Bishops,  as 
the  Representatives  of  the  Apostles,  and  the  Angels  of  the 
Churches  ;  and  magnify  your  office,  as  being  ordained  by  thero  to 
take  part  in  their  Ministry. 

But,  if  you  will  not  adopt  my  view  of  the  subject,  which  I 
offer  to  you,  not  doubtingly,  yet  (I  hope)  respectfully,  at  all 
events,  choose  your  side.  To  remain  neuter  much  longer  will 
be  itself  to  take  a  part.  Choose  your  side  ;  since  side  you  shortly 
must,  with  one  or  other  party,  even  though  you  do  nothing.  Fear 
to  be  of  those,  whose  line  is  decided  for  them  by  chance  circum- 
stances, and  who  may  perchance  find  themselves  with  the  ene- 
mies of  Christ,  while  they  think  but  to  remove  themselves  from 
worldly  politics.  Such  abstinence  is  impossible  in  troublous  times. 
He  that  is  not  with  me,  is  against  me,  and  he  that  gather- 

ETH  not  with  me  SCATTERETH  ABROAD. 


These  Tracts  are  sold  at  the  price  of  2d.  for  each  sheet,  or  7s. 
for  50  copies. 
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